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E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 

TAGS: PPOR, PINT, VN, SW 

SUBJ: SWEDISH VIEWS ON VIET-NAM 

SUMMARY: THE SWEDISH AMBASSADOR TO HANOI RELATES HIS OBSERVA- 
TIONS ON A NUMBER OP SUBJECTS CONCERNING THAT COUNTRY. HE 
DOES NOT BELIEVE THE DRV HAS AGGRESSIVE DESIGNS ON THAILAND 
BUT IS CONVINCED THAT IT IS PREOCCUPIED WITH PROBLEMS CLOSER 
TO HOME. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EMBOPP MET APRIL 8 WITH SWEDISH AMBASSADOR TO HANOI, BO 
KJELLEN, WHO WAS PASSING THROUGH BANGKOK EN ROUTE HOME TO 
GREET DRV POREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN DUY TRINH ON HIS OPPICIAL 
VISIT TO SWEDEN. KJELLEN HAS BEEN IN HANOI FOR 1 1/2 YEARS AND 
BELIEVES THAT HIS NEED TO DISCUSS SWEDEN'S AID PROJECTS (WHICH 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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HE DESCRIBED AS UNDERGOING DIPPICULTIES BUT AT LEAST 
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GOING FORWARD) HAS GIVEN HIM ENTREE INTO PARTS OE THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT WHICH MOST NON-COMMUNIST DIPLO- 
MATS DO NOT HAVE. THIS PROVIDES HIM WITH A GOOD OPPORTUNITY 
TO TRY TO UNDERSTAND THAT COUNTRY. PRINCIPAL COMMENTS AS 
EOLLOWS. 

2. DRV EOCUS OE ATTENTION. KJELLEN IS CONVINCED THAT THE 
DRV HAS DECIDED TO PLACE PRIORITY ON RECONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY, COMBINED WITH COPING WITH THE 
PROBLEMS OE UNIEYING TWO DISPARATE REGIONS. THIS IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC OPINION, TO THE EXTENT IT CAN MAKE 
ITS VIEWS KNOWN. HE SAID HE REMAINS ASTONISHED AT THE EX- 
TENT OF THE DESTRUCTION EXISTING IN THE NORTH AT THE END 

OE THE CONELICT, WHETHER IN HOUSING OR IN BRIDGES AND ROADS. 
ALONG WITH THESE PROBLEMS ARE BASIC ECONOMIC ILLS: AN AGRI- 
CULTURAL SECTOR WHICH IS RELATIVELY EFEICIENT DESPITE THE AB- 
SENCE OE MODERN MACHINERY BUT WHICH TAILED BADLY IN THIS 
YEAR'S RICE HARVEST, AND AN INDUSTRIAL SECTOR WHICH HAS PROB- 
LEMS IN PART DUE TO THE WAR BUT ALSO CONSIDERABLE INEEFICIENCY, 
NOT GETTING RAW MATERIALS TO THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT 
TIME, AND THE LIKE. 

3. EXPORTING REVOLUTION. THESE NEEDS LEAVE NO TIME TO 
EORMULATE AND EXECUTE AN AGGRESSIVE POLICY TOWARD THAILAND, 
KJELLEN BELIEVED. THE THAI SITUATION IS SUCH A DIFEERENT 

ONE EROM THE PREVIOUS ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VIET NAM. KJELLEN 
THOUGHT THAT THE THAI ARE EXAGGERATING THE POSSIBILITY 
OP HOSTILE VIETNAMESE ACTION, AT THE SAME TIME THE VIET- 
NAMESE ARE EXAGGERATING THE THREAT THE PERCEIVE THE U.S. 

BASES IN THAILAND POSING TO THEM. HE HAD NO COMMENT ON THE 
EXTENT OP VIETNAMESE SUPPORT POR THE THAI INSURGENCY BUT 
THOUGHT THE NORTH VEITNAMESE TROOPS IN LAOS WERE THERE MORE 
POR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS THAN POR AGGRESSIVE PURPOSES. 

4. THAI VIETNAMESE RELATIONS. KJELLEN SAID HE ASKED A SENIOR 
NORTH VIETNAMESE MPA OPFICIAL DURING A SERIES OP PARTICULARLY 
SHRILL VERBAL ATTACKS ON THAILAND WHY THE DRV WAS PURSUING 
THIS POLICY. THE OPFICIAL REPLIED THAT PRIME MINISTER 
KHUKRIT IS SO WEAK THAT IT IS INEVITABLE THAT HE IS UNDER 

U.S. CONTROL; THEREPORE NORTH VIET-NAM SEES NO REASON TO 
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LET UP ON ITS ATTACKS. KJELLEN HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT THE 
DRV TONE HAS BECOME MUCH MILDER SINCE THE APRIL 4 ELECTIONS, 
ALTHOUGH IF THE NEW GOVERNMENT WERE TO RECONSIDER THE 
MARCH 20 DECISION ON AMERICAN TROOP WITHDRAWAL, HANOI WOULD 
TURN UP THE VOLUME AGAIN. 

5. KJELLEN BELIEVED THAT VIETNAMESE POLICY TOWARD THAILAND 
IS SIMILAR IN APPROACH TO THAT TOWARD THE U.S.; I.E., ITS 
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EXISTS ON TWO LEVELS. THER IS THE LOWER, PROPAGANDA 
LEVEL AND THE QUIETER, HIGHER LEVEL WITHIN WHICH THERE CAN 
BE MOVEMENT. HE SAID THAT ONE HAS TO HAVE PATIENCE IN SEEKING 
OUT THE LATTER. KJELLEN THOUGHT THE VIETNAMESE WOULD BE 
WATCHING DEVELOPMENTS IN THAILAND CLOSELY. IT MAY BE 
POSSIBLE THAT THE TWO CAN EIND A BASIS FOR RELATIONS IN 
THE EUTURE, BUT THE THAI MUST BE PATIENT. EMBOFE COMMENTED 
THAT IE THE VIETNAMESE GENUINELY WANT RELATIONS WITH THAI- 
LAND, THEY WOULD CERTAINLY NOT APPEAR TO BE GOING ABOUT IT 
THE RIGHT WAY. RE ASEAN, KJELLEN SAID THE VIETNAMESE SEEM 
EIRMLY CONVINCED THAT THAT ORGANIZATION IS U.S-.DOMINATED. 

6. THE BIG POWERS. KJELLEN WENT OVER THE EAMILIAR GROUND 
THAT THE VIETNAMESE ARE CLEVERLY PLAYING A BALANCING ACT WITH 
THE SOVIETS AND CHINESE, TILTING CURRENTLY TOWARD THE SOVIETS 
BECAUSE THEY PROVIDE MORE AID. HE SAID THE RUSSIANS IN 
THE DRV JUST DO NOT EIT INTO THE VIETNAMESE SCENE, HOWEVER. 

HE NOTED THAT HE AND OTHERS IN HANOI ARE CONVINCED THAT, 

SINCE THE END OF THE CONELICT, THE DRV HAS BEEN LEANING IN 
THE DIRECTION OE WESTERN NATIONS IN ORDER TO BALANCE OFE 
THE TWO COMMUNIST GIANTS AND OBTAIN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AT 
THE SAME TIME. IN THIS RESPECT, DIPLOMATS IN HANOI ARE 
GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE DRV WANTS RELATIONS WITH AND HELP 
PROM THE U.S., BASED ON NUMEROUS PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH 
DRV OPPICIALS. KJELLEN ASKED FOREIGN MINISTER TRINH 
PRIOR TO DEPARTING HANOI APRIL 7 IP THERE WERE ANY DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN DRV RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. TRINH GAVE THE 
STOCK REPLY THAT THERE COULD BE IF THE U.S. WOULD RESPECT 
ARTICLE 21 OP THE PARIS ACCORDS. KJELLEN SEES AMERICAN 
AID AS BEING CERTAINLY THE PRICE POR RELATIONS. THE NORTH 
VIETNAAMESE COULD DO MORE ON THE MIA ISSUE, BUT AID WOULD 
MOVE IT PARTHER UP THE LIST OF VIETNAMESE PRIORITIES THAN 
IT IS AT PRESENT. 
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7. RELATIONS WITH CHINA. ASKED WHETHER HE HAD HEARD RUMORS 
SEVERAL MONTHS AGO OP MINOR PROBLEMS ON THE CHINSE- VIET- 
NAMESE BORDER, KJELLEN SAID HE HAD BUT KNEW NO SPECIPICS 
AND THOUGHT THE HANOI LEADERSHIP WOULD DO ALL IT COULD TO 
MINIMIZE SUCH A CONFLICT. KJELLEN AND THE PRENCH AMBASSADOR 
IN HANOI VISITED CAO BANG PROVINCE ON THE BORDER IN NOVEM- 
BER AND PEERED ACROSS INTO CHINA. THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
POINTED OUT THAT THE TOWN OP CAO BANG HAD BEEN A SIGNIPICANT 
PRENCH MILITARY POST PREVIOUSLY. IN NOVEMBER, THE TWO SAW 
VERY PEW NVA DURING THEIR VISIT TO THAT PROVINCE. 

8. THE ISLANDS DISPUTE. KJELLEN WONDERED WHETHER, BEYOND 
THE RHETORIC, THERE WILL NOT BE A SORT OF ASIAN SOLUTION 
FORTHCOMING, WHEREBY THE CHINESE TACITLY RECOGNIZE THE 
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VIETNAMESE HOLDINGS IN THE SPRATLEYS AND THE VIETNAMESE ON THE 
PETROLEUM ERONT ARE NOT IN THE ISLANDS BUT OFE THE MEKONG 
DELTA. 
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9. RELATIONS WITH INDOCHINA. KJELLEN CLAIMED THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE DO NOT WANT TO CONTROL INDOCHINA. HE SAID HE IS 
CONVINCED THAT THE LAO ARE SENSITIVE ON THE QUESTION OP 
THEIR NATIONALISM. THE LAO AND VIETNAMESE GREETED ONE 
ANOTHER DURING KAYSONE'S FEBRUARY VISIT MORE AS VERY OLD 
PRIENDS THAN ANYTHING ELSE. HE HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE LITTLE REAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT WHAT IS 
HAPPENING INSIDE CAMBODIA. 

10. REUNIPICATION. SINCE THE NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TO BE 
ELECTED APRIL 25 MUST MEET BY JUNE 25, KJELLEN WOULD EXPECT 
PORMAL REUNIPICATION TO OCCUR QUICKLY THEREAFTER, CERTAINLY 
BY THE END OF JUNE. 
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1 1 . THE SOUTH. BASED ON HIS TRIP TO SAIGON IN SEPTEMBER 

AND THE VISIT OE SOME MEMBERS OE HIS STAEE RECENTLY, KJELLEN 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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SAID THE NEW AUTHORITIES HAVE SIMPLY BEEN UNABLE TO COPE WITH 
MANY OE THE PROBLEMS EXISTING IN THE THE SOUTH. HIS STAEE MEMBERS 
WERE ABLE TO GO TO ONE NEW ECONOMIC AREA, WHICH THEY DESCRIBED 
AS VERY POOR AND HARDLY WORKING VERY WELL AS YET. ALTHOUGH 
IT IS TRUE THAT A WIDE RANGE OF CONSUMER ITEMS HAS BEEN 
SHIPPED FROM THE SOUTH TO THE NORTH, QUANTITIES HAVE NOT 
BEEN OVERWHELMING. THE ONLY ADDITIONAL ITEM NOW APPEARING 
IN THE DIPLOMATIC SHOP IN HANOI IS KLEENEX, FROM THE SOUTH. 

THE TRANSFER OF GOODS HAS RESULTED IN THE STRANGEST HODGEPODGE 
OF VEHICLES APPEARING SINCE WAR'S END IN THE STREETS OF HANOI. 

12. VIETNAMESE LEADERSHIP. KIELLEN SAID HE OFTEN SEES 
PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG IN PUBLIC, BUT HE SEES FIRST SECRE- 
TARY LE DU AN- WHO IS WITHOUT QUESTION THE BOSS-FAR LESS 
FREQUENTLY. AS OPPOSED TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT 
TRUONG CHINH (WHO DOES NOT SEEM TO HAVE AS MUCH POWER AS HIS 
RANK ORDER ON THE POLITBURO WOULD INDICATE), BOTH LEADERS 
SEEM VERY PRACTICAL AND NON-IDEOLOGICAL. FOR INSTANCE, 

DESPITE THEIR PERSONAL DISLIKE FOR THE FRENCH BASED ON 

PAST HISTORY, BOTH ARE WILLING TO PUT IT ASIDE IN ORDER TO 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FRENCH HELP. HE SAID THE LEADERSHIP HAS 
MUCH OF THE FLAVOR OF A GROUP OF "OLD BOYS". WHEREAS IT 
IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO KNOW ABOUT THE ATTITUDES OF THE 
NEXT GENERATION OF LEADERS, ONE CAN EXPECT THE PRESENT ONE 
TO CONTINUE RULING FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. KJELLEN NOTED 
THAT, EXCEPT FOR PRESIDENT TON DUC THANG, ALL, INCLUDING 
GENERAL VO NGUYEN GIAP, LOOK VERY FIT. KJELLEN THOUGHT IT 
LOGICAL THAT THANG, NOW 87, WOULD STEP DOWN WHEN THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT IS ORGANIZED. 

13. COMMENT:. KJELLEN SEEMED WELL DISPOSED TOWARD THE U.S. 

AND OPEN WITH US ABOUT HIS VIEWS. HIS VIEWPOINT IS REPRE- 
SENTATIVE OF THAT OF A NUMBER OF HANOI-BASED DIPLOMATS, WHO 
LOOK FOR THE BRIGHT SIDE OFNORTH VIETNAMESE INTENTIONS. 

HE HAS ABSORBED, AND REPEATED TO US, CONSIDERABLE AMOUNTS 
OF NORTH VIETNAMESE PROPAGANDA AND AT TIMES GIVES THE IM- 
PRESSION OF BEING ALMOST AN APOLOGIST FOR THE REGIME. NEUTRAL 
DIPLOMATS IN BERLIN DURING WORLD WAR II EXHIBITED THE SAME 
TENDENCIES THAT AMBASSADOR KJELLEN SHOWS. STILL, WE FOUND 
HIS VIEWS INTERESTING AND THE SOURCE KNOWLEDGEABLE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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